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Abstract: In order to ensure respect for and protection of the civilian population and civilian objects, the Parties to the conflict shall at all times distinguish between the civilian population and combatants and between civilian objects and military objectives and accordingly shall direct their operations only against military objectives.
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Art. 48 of the Additional Protocol I -1977 to the Geneva Convention, as of 12.08.1949, states that in order to ensure respect for and protection of the civilian population and civilian objects, the Parties to the conflict shall at all times distinguish between the civilian population and combatants, as well as between civilian objects and military objectives and, accordingly, shall direct their operations only against military objectives.
Art. 51 of the Additional Protocol I -1977 states:
♦          the civilian population and the individual civilians shall enjoy general protection against dangers resulting from military operations;
♦          the civilian population (individual civilians) shall not be the object of military attacks;
♦          civilians shall enjoy the protection, unless and for such time as they take a direct part in hostilities;
♦          indiscriminate attacks shall be prohibited;
♦          attacks against the civilian population or civilians by way of reprisals shall be prohibited;
♦          the civilian population or individual civilians shall not be used to render certain points or areas immune from military operation. The Parties to the conflict shall not direct the movement of the civilian population or individual civilians in order to shield military objectives from attacks or to support military operations.
According to Art. 57 of Protocol I, the following protection measures shall be taken during the execution of military attacks. Thus:
♦          do everything feasible to verify that the objectives to be attacked are neither civilians nor civilian objects and are not subject to special protection;
♦          take all feasible precautions in the choice of means and methods of attack with a view to avoid (reduce) to a minimum the loss of civilian life and to avoid damage to civilian objects;
♦          an attack shall be cancelled or suspended if it becomes apparent that the objective is subject to special protection or that the attack may be expected to cause incidental loss of civilian life;
♦          an advance warning shall be given of attacks which may affect the civilian population, unless circumstances do not permit.
The following acts are and shall remain prohibited, whether committed by civilians or by military agents:
♦      harm to the life, health, or physical or mental well-being of persons, in particular:
=>  torture of all kinds =>  corporal punishment =   mutilation
♦          harms upon personal dignity;
♦          the taking of hostages;
♦          collective punishments (genocide acts);
♦          threats to commit any of the foregoing acts.
Any person arrested, detained or interned for actions related to the armed conflict shall be informed, in a language he understands, of the reasons why these measures have been taken. No sentence may be passed and no penalty may be executed on a person found guilty of a penal offence related to the armed conflict except pursuant to a conviction pronounced by a regularly constituted court respecting the generally recognized principles.
Special measures of protection are provided for women, children and journalists, thus:
♦          women – shall be protected against rape, forced prostitution and any form of indecent assault; pregnant women and mothers having dependant infants, who are detained or interned, shall be examined with priority; the pronouncement of the death penalty on pregnant women or mothers having dependant infants.
♦          children – shall be the object of a special consideration and shall be protected; children aged under 15 shall not participate directly in the hostilities; If arrested, children shall be held in special quarters; the death penalty shall not be executed on persons who had not attained the age of eighteen years at the time the offence was committed.
A special juridical regime is conferred to undefended localities and to demilitarized areas, thus:
♦          the Parties to the conflict shall be prohibited from attacking undefended localities;
♦          The appropriate authorities of a Party to the conflict may declare as an „undefended locality” an inhabited place near or in a zone where armed forces are in contact which is open for occupation by an adverse Party;
♦          the Parties to the conflict shall establish the undefended villages through special agreements;
♦          the Parties to the conflict shall be prohibited from expanding their military operations to areas on which they have conferred by agreement the status of demilitarized zone.
Art. 13 of the Additional Protocol II, provides:
♦      the civilian population and civilians shall enjoy a general protection against dangers resulting from military operations;
♦      the civilian population and civilians shall not be the object of attacks; acts or threats of violence the primary purpose of which is to spread terror among the civilian population shall be prohibited;
♦      civilians shall enjoy the protection, unless and for such time as they take a direct part in hostilities.
Art. 53 of Additional Protocol I, states, with regard to the protection of cultural objects during conflict, that it is forbidden:
♦      to commit any acts of hostility directed against the historic monuments, works of art or places of worship which constitute the cultural or spiritual heritage of peoples;
♦      to use such objects as objects of reprisals in the plan of military actions. The following preparations shall be
made with regards to the protection of objects that are indispensable for the survival of the civilian population:
♦      the starvation of civilians as a method of warfare is prohibited;
♦      it is prohibited to attack, destroy, remove or render useless objects indispensible to the survival of the civilian population.
Care shall be taken in warfare to protect the natural environment against heavy, long-term and severe damages. This protection includes the prohibition to use methods or means of warfare conceived in order to cause such damage to the natural environment and to prejudice the health or survival of the population.
On May 14th, 1954 in Hague, the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Objects in the Event of Armed Conflict and the regulation for the application of such were approved. Article 1 of the Convention defines the cultural objects thusly:
a)      objects, movable or immovable goods, which present great importance for the cultural heritage of peoples, such as architectural, art, historical, religious and laic monuments, archaeological sites, construction groups which, as an ensemble, represent a historic or artistic interest, art works, manuscripts, books and other objects of cultural, historic or archaeological interest (as well as the scientific collections and important books collections), archives or copies of the foregoing defined objects;
b)     the edifices whose main and effective destination is to preserve and exhibit mobile cultural goods, defined on paragraph 1, such as museums, important libraries, archive storehouses, as well as the shelters designed for the protection of such;
c)      areas in which comprise of a significant number of cultural objects;
The general protection of cultural objects shall include the protection and respect of such by the Parties to the armed conflict. During peace time, they shall take protection measures in case an armed conflict outbreak (hiding, transport). The states participating in the conflict shall refrain from using cultural objects with such purpose that would expose them to destruction or damage, they shall prevent and block any act of theft, robbery, vandalism directed at the cultural objects. In the case of occupation, the occupant force shall support the local authorities in the protection of the cultural objects.
The states shall issue laws in times of peace, in order to ensure the necessary legal framework, pertaining staff, storage conditions.
A restricted number of shelters designed to protect movable cultural objects in case of armed conflict shall be put under special protection, monumental centres and other immovable cultural goods of significant importance, subject to:
♦      being located at a significant distance from an important industrial headquarters or another important military objective;
♦      these cultural values to be registered with the U.N.E.S.C.O. Register.
The persons assigned to manage such objects shall be protected.
The Civil Protection formations shall take the necessary measures in order to fulfil all humanitarian tasks, shall protect the civilians against catastrophes, ensuring the necessary conditions for the survival of the former. These formations fulfil a number of operations:
♦      alert service;
♦      the      evacuation      and      shelter management;
♦      the    application    of    camouflage measures;
♦      the organisation of rescue service;
♦      the identification and signalling of dangerous areas;
♦      decontamination and other protection measures;
♦      sheltering supplying and guarding;
♦      resettlement of the important public services in case of emergency.
Human and material losses, the environmental damage are the effects of military actions. Taking in consideration that objective of the attacking state is the economic exploitation of the occupied area, it may cause serious damages to the natural environment through its actions.
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